‘Lohio, Pulton County] g o 5
Reply of Hon. D, w. H. B‘,mrﬂ of

——
——

 Wauseon, Unlo. d
" Second Vice-President of the Maumse Valley
- . Ponumantal Asmociation

i e To tlha U.Y“.R.RE. Crenlar.

' Wauseon, ﬂ'k!i:r,
Kug. 22, 1694.
W. E. Siabart,
Ara't. Professor,-
Columbus, I:;hic:.
Dear 3ir:
- Yours- 18th ru::n:l.*ll'ud,.lnd in enswer say- That in

the prosparous days of the "Underground Hailroad 1 was

somewhat familiar with its God favored work——end will, in - ',
: ' - ; p
brief (after answerlng your interogatories) give you my "
nerert L
early recollections. 3 ' ;»\/ﬂ-
%
(1) .°I think the l[liu rinn%pﬁl route crossed the Vhio :
H : ‘
. rlver near lcrtﬁandh thence on as direct a line {fﬂllm’lng _
the streams when practible) to the upper 1@1-115 and the pk g
—— .| = 1| E

| Blanchard's rnrt of the Au § laize, passing nanr the ﬂhwnu r|,u-j' -
village 'lhl‘.l"ﬂ- is now the :1t;|r of 'n'nu-pl'.u-k'nn-nnﬂ:l nd to -f-

ﬂuu-n.ntlu s town on thse Blanchard, where 1s now the ﬂlln,gra
p..-.m.u-hm:h

)

of ﬂt-t-lilﬂ-tﬂﬂnl to the Guﬁl" of the Maumee, lrhurﬂ

the river <could be ensily forded mort of the rur}, and at Hf:*ﬂj

the Ottawa willage of Chisf Ein-je-i-ne where all were friendly
"-""i—n-..-l—h.-.._,.-!_...-.._.-—---r-—__-—-. —-.——l-"---.__.--—\‘ :

-

-



and 'I'.har-_ pﬂu-;j- slave t.ruatad lc:l.nd.'l.;r, thance b3 a pllin t:n!:l.f—
Fonl .
north to laldun, Einldn : : )

(2) Pnr.tad nf activity of the "road.” This ¥ ‘can not answer
derin{Ewly-but 1 think rw '35 or 'm.. \ +

-

13) Ne thod nr oparation &c. This I ecannot tnnnr, ﬁ.thﬂr

-

-thnn_ thnt_ my mo mother ‘-','Gud bleas her'] baked tha corn iﬂlﬂ-

and: roastad ur bui],gd the vanison, lud.,mrl: for thuir unvlrr.‘l
trip to :':anndl, and my | fnthar_pilntad the poor blacks on the

road to freadom.

o]

(4)° Kemorable . !I.nnidnntl- I can recall many, but will elte
but one hare: Tun milu bul_gg__hn__,ﬂﬂ..piﬂl" :.t ‘Foehe - Tnbnnlt

.{e:wunnl]r p‘mnnun:&d chh tebe or. Stlm!iug Huck? 1111:1 nr#‘}&j
Richardson, a Iantu:kpm, who mede his 1iving by cntchj.r.g aloves.
e ——

————

At one time my p-nt.hnr Edward Emrd _was piluting & ‘Fl-.l"t.j" nrw,,,r-l- -
alaves north, and ths trail. passed qﬂ;_;hrvu miles west of %_“, -

e

Bichardsons, of whom it was necessary to keesp & close wtch,

' to avoid being surprised by him; and ths trip north from my
fathers, was always performed in the night; we had a whisper.

e

from an Indien rriunﬁ thnt this part;r,' {-hich- wa had kept
o P e = =

——— e
concealed in ths t thit:h: _swampy forest near our cabin. rnr A ome-

tinul » waes _balng watched. nnd would lilcn’}fl nmhuqhad on thas wny.
The night thay m-::r*rud out on the trail, we {1 was then but a

boy, but often accompaenied my fathsr) took & circuituous
" route, hoplng to elude puruu:.i:, and fearing this, wersa very
e e e T, ' : "
cautious, and after veering to our right and re-entsring the
old trail, my nl:hur left & boy to guard, and bring up the

rear: we ad not utun:ud more than thres miles, whan we -_ : ut

) : plainly heard beat ?MHME:‘“ gtll.'rd was



e

hiﬂd:a-n naar fhe trail, with orders, if mmuuﬁ to shbot

the horse! in & few minut.an ‘two hgm proached the <.
: _a.mhuacada, and. in 1 na::nm! more, the sharp crlnk nf a’ riflﬂ J .-'f’-

m:_hﬂeq through t:hs dnrk forest, and the poor innocent bruta.

" i s P ¥ =L
with & groan, pitched forward to the earth; this checked the

: pm;":u._ing party, and gave stimulons and spesd to the feet of

-

the fugltives..

" The sla_L-ﬂ catchers were now afraid to advance, and ra=_
treated ovar the. t.rq.il,, '.lﬂ.d 1:___551___11: wers pumlt!:.ud

ths badly. frightamﬂ hn ﬁﬂntin‘m tgg_ir fur*thur march 'm fﬂndl:m

umﬂluatad.

- (5]  History of your own comnsction with l:‘r_u-v 0.G.R.R..

The ﬂb.l:l"rﬂ il'l-t-.‘.l._dﬂnt will glv-a.rm.r: an 1des of the dnir.;g lﬁd
life of n bnj' and young man, d?rw;g__ 6f the
"T.lndurg-uuﬁd Raildroad® bBunger, fatigus, vigllance : u.ni:i
numﬂt.l.u-ma the Hpnrt of t.hn hunt.uﬂ.n rifls, nlnng £he t..ru.:r.l

: -111 glve ttn hiutﬂrr of thu Underground ﬁtllrc:rad. '

"'[5!! Hamee and present lﬁdmssaa of nt.ha-ra, utr:. -This 1ia
u&uil;r An.uvuud, for all without an a:cuptlnn, who jolnad

in the work in this pnr.t_. of state, hays long sinece passed "en"
‘and at nearly .EI-D years I am apnawsring your letter: Ky con-
‘nection began in 1831, ! : g
(7)) short bium'phjr" Enclosed I send the ur;r‘.lhl'ill:l.ngu of
.a reporter of “the Tnlaﬂca Bees, taken on the train, on our n.;-
to the {:antunn.lal Eelubrntinn of ‘H'n]'nu p Battls of "Pallan
""'."imbaﬂ"l #ngult Eﬂth stolen while in a conversation vith a

. .. frlan_d, relating a few of tha incldents of sarly .11ru.

Yours truly

'D- '- Ei m-



